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Mill Jiinr>7lli July Wll
of viu-iotiH /lurrion uiul liifcliflmvn vi'liwni'iu-.eH, (matched one of tlio pistols ('pintiil witluiiit powder, witlii.nl Jlint, without lock,' miys Voltaire; 1 i-llli-iiMit pintol JUKI itmdi-d,' tottllfioH Collinl); —snatched said pistol; finil rllrkiiiK It tn tliw rork, pinned Doni-wanl, with furious oxclama-tioiiH : not, tiultfl unlikely In lmvi> «hot Horn (in the llosliy parts),— had not Collini hnrrii'd!)- Mnn-k-up hit) hnnd, 'Mtm Dim, Monsieur!' nnd Horn, with trunk, iuilnntly viiuwliod. Horn, naturally, run to n Lawyer. Vnllnlns rtrwiiliiiKTrinl lor iiitoinlod irinuicido, iiiHtivntly gathered him-wlfj ninl allot nwny, Hi<!f nuil I'ui'fllf with Collini, dour off;—leaving Nicro Di'iiiH, Icflviii)? iiionoyH nnd ntlicr tliingH, to wait till tomorroWj nnil iH'tlli' an llu>y could.
.Vl'Uir dim lit|wo of dtiy», hi tlu\ duo Ic^al iniinnor, the Trunk was ojii'iii'd ; 'tin' HI/, of I'xjiiMiHi'H' (I!)/, nnil odd HhilliiigH, not 100/. or imirc, UN Voltniro vnrimmly givt'H it) \VUH ucciiratoly tiikou from it by Schmidt nnd l-'roytnjf, In lin jmUl whuro duo.— (in exact liquidation, 'landlord of The Hilli/-fi'(i<it' HO inui'li, 'Iluokucy-Conclimon, Riding CiuiHtnlili'M Ni'tit In rliirni',' HO inur.h, iw jinr 1)111);—itnd the rest, 70/. 10*. WIIM |itiurtinilly locki'd up ii^niu, till Volliiirn Hliould apply for it. 'Send it til'li'r him,' Krli'ilrirli niiHworod, whon imiiiirod of; 'Send it nftor him ; but nut' (ri'lli'iitt lui) 'iinliWH thorn is Homebody to take hia Ilo-ci>ipt for It,' our fri<ntli!j)inii bi>iii(jf tlio mnn )io in. "VVliieh case, or wiy iipplii'titimi from Vollulro, noviu' lurnod-up. 'Robbed by tboso liigh-wnyniwi of I'riiHiiiin A^i'tilx !' oxcl/iimud Voltaire everywhere, instead of ap]ilyiiiK. Nuvor npptlnd ; nor over I'm'^ot. Would fain have engaged Cnlllni to H|i|ily, ("ipi'i'inlly wlicn thu I'Vench Arniie.s had got into Krmiki'url, - hut Colliul did not HKO IMH wny.1
H» thai, except, IIH coimolntory m>lding-n(;oe!c for the rest of his life, Vollaitt! got iiolhiiiff of his 767, 10.?., 'with jewels nwl Hinill'liox,1 ahwiy.s lyin^ rwuly in the Trunk for him. And it hud, 1 Kiippo.se, at tlio long last, to go by Might nf Wimlftill (;<> Homebody or other:—unless, perhaps, it Htill lie, tivcrwhclnu-d uiulor dust and lumber, in the garrets of tlii- old HnllilmuN yonder, waiting for a legal owner? What, hccauie of it:, no man knows; but that no doit of it ever wcnh 1'Ytylatf'K or King Friwlrich\s way, is abundantly evident. On 'the whole, what an entertaining Narrative is Dial of Voltaire's; but what a pity he had ever written it!
1 Tluco I.cllnrH to Collini on the subject. (January—May 1759), Collini, pp. 208-311.